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ſent thus particularly to You, 


Care and Management of Our 


that ] have attempted to p- 


pal a Pari of True Religion: 


who fo readily under fook the 


Laff Anniverſary Meeting: 
It s a Plain Diſcourſe , but I 
hope, in ſome meaſure, pro- 
per for the Occaſion. I an 
ſenſible it comes abroad with } 
Great Diſadvantage , after ji 
many Excellent Sermons on the 
{ame Subject: However, it will 
be ſome Satisfaction to me, 


more 2 Neceſſary and Princi- I 


But much more if it fhalll 
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ceſs to theſe my Endeavours; 
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the Father, is this, Jo viſt the Fatber- 


75 1 
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Mongſt the Jewiſh Conroe to * chi 
Epiſtle was written, there were ſome im- 
pure and uncharitable Men, who valued 
themſelves as more Religious than others, 


ons, and a more excellent Faith, which they pretended 
to. St. James therefore particularly endeavours to recti- 
fy the Miſtakes, and to take down the Preſumption of 
theſe Men, by ſhewing, the inſufficiency of any ſort of 
Knowledge or Faith which is not fruitful in Good Works, 
and the vanity of any thing called Religion, which is not 
accompany'd withPurity and Charity, that whatever may 
make Men ſeem to be religious to themſelves, or.to other 
men, this is pure Religion, and undefiled before God and the 


on, and to keep themſelves unſpotted from the World. 
The Words of the Text, placed in the moſt narural 
Order, make this Propoſition. 


Pur Religion and undefiled before God oy 
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” and Widows in their affiition, and 


heep himſelf 1. we” FO. the 


upon the account of ſome higher Speculati- 


Father, to viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows in their Micki. | 
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To viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows in their affliion, and 


gment 
O us in 


or Teſtimonies of True Religion, as moſt proper for out- 
preſent Conſideration, which is expreſs d in theſe Words, 
To viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows in their Aſftiction. And 
that I may make my Diſcourſe as ſeaſonable as I can, 


I. Thall explain the Duty of vifiting rhe Fatherleſ; and 
IFidows in their Aﬀidtion. © 


II. I ſhall ſhew, Thar this is a neceſſary and principal. 
Part, and a ſignal Teſtimony of True Religion. 
m. T halt ew, Thar it is elpecially fo, To vir d 
Muiberleß Children and Widows: of God's Mini- 

ſters - in their Aist. 
IV. I ſhall ſhew what fpecial Obl 


1 Y ipations-we are un- 
der, Who are Members of this Body, to the Exer - 
ciſe of Charity in general, and of this fort in parti - 


I. Iſhall ſhew what is meant by wifiting the Fatberlſ 


For the better underſtanding of that Duty which is chus * 
expreſs d, let us conſider, e * 
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„ GRE 1 IT n 18 | — — — 
Hrſt, The Objects of our Charity. And 
Secondiy, The Charitable Act we are to exerciſe to- 


Firſt, The Objects of out Charity; the Fatherleſs ant“ 
Widows in their Afliction; in any want or diſtreſs, where- 


in they need, and are capable of our aſſiſtance. St. James 
did not deſign to exclude any other afflicted G75 Ge: 
from a ſhare in our Charity, but only to recommend the _ 
Fatherleſs and Widows to our more particulat regard; 
they have commonly the greateſt need of help, and ate 
moſt deſtitute and comfortleſs in their Aſfliction; they are 
deprived of thoſe Relations who were moſt concerned, 
obliged and inclined todefend and provide for them ; and 
conſequently they are moſt expoſed to wrong and oppxeſ- 
fion : Wherefore Job joins theſe two together, The Fa- 
therleſs , and him that hath none to help him, Job 29. 12. 
And the Church, Lam. 5. 3. ſets forth the greatneſs of 
her diſtreſs in this manner; We are Orphans and Fatherleſs, 
our Mothers are as Widows. The  atherleſs and Widows in 
their affliction, though they are not the only Obje9s of 
our Compailion, yer they are generally ſuch as deferye 
our firſt regard, when we are diſpoſed to exerciſe our 
Ge 92 „ 


1 


Secondly, Let us conſider the Charitable Act we are to 
exercite towards them who are in want or ciſtrels, eſpe- 
cially the Fatherleſs and Widows in their affliction, which 
is called in the Text, Viſiting. To V. ie doth often fight- 

fy, in Holy Scripture, to ſhew Mercy, to give ſuch good 
things as arc wanting, and to remove Evils fufferes : 
Thus God is ſaid to have vifited Sarah, when he cauſes 
"A ERR D 12 4: CE 
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her 10 concerve and bear Abraham 4 Son, Gen. 2 1. 1, 2. | 


will viſit you, ſaith the Lord to his People, and perform 
my good word towards you, in cauſing you to return to this 
place, Jer. 29. 10. The Lord their God ſhall viſit them, au. 
turn away their Captivity. ZLeph. 2.7. And the great Mer. 
cy of God to his People, in ſending his only begotten 
Son into the World, to redeem them from Sin, and 
Death, and Hell, and to make then happy, is thus 
expreſt Luke 1. 68. Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael. f., 
he hath viſited and redeemed his people. And in like man. 
ner, by viſiting in the Text we are to underſtand per- 


forming Acts of Love, Mercy and Charity to thoſe who 


are in afflit;on : So we find it interpreted by our Bleſſed 
Saviour, Matth. 25. Not viſiting thole who were fick and 
in Priſon, v.43. is expreſt, v. 44. by not miniſtring unto 
them, not relieving them. according to their diſtreſs, 
This then is the duty of the Text, to be kind and chari. 
table to all whoſare- in diſtreſs, eſpecially the Fatherleſs. 
and Widows in their affliction, to do them all the good of. 
fices their neceſſities require, the moſt fervent Love will 
prompt us to, and we are able to perform. Iproceednoy, 


Secondly, to ſhew, that this is a neceſſary 
and principal Part, and a ſpecial Teltimony of 
True Religion, that if we would have the Reputation, 
the Comfort and Reward of Religious Men, of Sincere 
and Good Chriſtians, we muſt viſit the Fatherleſs and Mi. 


do ws in their affliftion, and as we have ability and opports. 


nity, exerciſe all the Acts of the moſt fervent Love and 
Charity to one another. 


This will. appear if we conſider theſe. following 
things. : | 5 3 
. I; Mer - 


\ ** "© os 1 : l 
| 7 01 


the Sons of the Clergy. 


1. Mercy and Charity are moſt neceſſary Fruits of 
that Knowledge of God which the Goſpel inſtructs us in, 
and cannot be ſeparated from a due regard to God, as he 
is there diſcovered to us. The great thing the Goſpel 
acquaints us With, is, how God loved the World; what 
wonderful Compaſſion, and Mercy, and Bounty he 
hach ſhewed to his poor diſtreſſed Creatures, how graci- 
ouſly he hath vifted and redeemed his People, What ineſti- 


ſupplies of Grace he beſtows, for the healing, comfort- 
ing and ſaving weak and wretched Sinners. He that 
knows and believes all theſe things, as the Goſpel re- 
preſents them to us, muſt have the molt large and live- 
ly apprehenſions of the Love and Goodneſs of God: 
And ſurely we cannot but have an high eſteem for thoſe 
Virtues, which the God we adore and worſhip is fo 
much concerned to be known by, and hath given us ſo 


cannot bur aſpire to an imitation of that which we be- 
lieve to be the molt illuſtrious Excellence of the moſt Ab- 
ſolute and Sovereign Good. For if we truly love our 
ſelves, we cannot but defire to be as perfect and as hap- 
py as we can be; and we know there can be no greater 


in Goodneſs and Mercy, the Exerciſe whereof is ſer 
forth in Holy Scripture, as the Supreme Glory 
and Delight of the Divine Nature. St. Fohn therefore: 
makes loving one another the great Evidence, and the 
[inſeparable Effect of the true Knowledge of God; Every 
me that loveth, knoweth God; he that loveth not, knoweth 
not God, for God is love, I John 4. 7 8. How abſurd 
then is it for uncharitable and unmerciful Men, to aſſume 


* 


mable Treaſures he hath reſerved for us, and what rich 


great, and glorious, and beneficial an Example of; we 


Perfection and Happineſs than to be like God, eſpecially 


the 


. — — — S . — — 
— — 2 Ap EG” T . — IL 2 —— — : * 
n RR — = — e — — — EE by —_- : 
- — * : "Be 8 1 N * AT gt 2 
2 CY - A oo —— OS — 8 — 


— 
. - 
—_ 
—— 


A IE NG 


— ́k!x — — 


N Preh? 


ly know che Nature and Perfections of God? when they 
ſo manifeſtly deny him in their works, to be that infinitely | 


ſhould believe and acknowledge him to be 2 In ſhort, if 
_ don't find, thatinſome good meaſure we love one another 


to the example of our Lord and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus, the 


eiſes of Mercy and Charity were the conſtant Employ: 


ple that we ſhould. follow h ſteps, and love one another as bt 


cuous Virtues of che Author and great Exemplar of Two 


— — — 


the Character of Religious Men, when they do not ry. 


good and benevolent Being he more eſpecially deſires we 


we know that God is Love, we cannot but know that Loye 
is our Duty, and Intereſt, and Glory, and Happineſs 
and therefore cannot be ſatisfied with our ſelves, if ve 


.as God hath loved ws. 
2. Mercy and Charity conform us, above anything, 


Author of our Faith, and the Pattern of True Reltgin, 
who came down from Heaven, and dwelt amongſt us, to 
give us an Example in his own Life, how we are to ho. 
.nour God, and glorifie our Father who is in Heaven: Exti. 


ment of his whole Life, he went about doing good both to 
the Souls and Bodies of Men, inſtructing the Ignotant, 
and reducing thoſe who were gone aſtray ; healing the 
Sick, ſtrengthening the Weak, feeding the Hungry, and 

ſnewing ſeatonable and proper Acts of Mercy to thoſe] 
who were in affliction: He made himſelf poor, that we 
might be made rich, and at length gave himſelf for u. 
that we might not periſh, but have Everlaſting Life : And 
all chis he did on purpoſe that he might leave us an exan- 


hath loved us. Can there chen be a greater contradicti 
on than an unmerciful uncharitable Chriſtian,” a Religious 
Man, who is a ſtranger to the practice of thoſe things] 
which were the continual Exerciſe, and the moſt cohſpi- 
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fein? Can any man pretend to know what will moſt = 
pleale and honour God letter than he who came from 
him, and is One with him > And can we füppoſe that he 
would employ the moſt of his Time and Zeal in any 1 
ting elſe, ro whom ir was as bis Meat and Print, yea 
nore dear than his Life, te do the Mill, and to advance 

the Glory of him who ſent him + What then can be a 

more neceffary and fiznat patt and evidence of True Re- s 
gion, than hewing mercy, and doing good, after the 
Example of our. moſt charitable and beneficent Lord, 5 | 
who thus glorify d his Father upon Earrh, and therefore 1 
is now glorify d in Heaven with the glory he had with him Oo | 
from the beginning? e ee eee eee ö 


3. Mercy and Chatity are thoſe Duties which the 
Goſpel, the Rule of our Religion, doth in a moſt car- 
neſt and eſpecial manner require and preſs the perfor- I 
mance of. The end of the Commandment, ſaith St. Paul, 

| 
| 


is Charity, 1 Tim. T. 5. This is the chief Deſign aud 
Aim of the Chriſtian Docttine. This is the Royal Law, 

the Sovereign Duty of Chtiſtianity; Nom abideth Faith, 
Hupe and Charity, theſe three, but the greateſt of theſe is. 
Charity, x Cor. 13. 13. Above all things have fervent Cha- 
| rity among your ſelves, x Pet. 4. 8. Gre, aud it ſpall . 
given to jon: The merciful ſhall obtain mercy, faith our Matt. 88 | 
Bleſſed Saviour: But he fhall have judgment without mer- 

9, that bath ſhewed no mercy, faith St. James. To doJames a. bh 
god, and to communicate forget not, faith the Apoſtle co 
the Hebrews, for with ſuch Sacrifices God is well. pleaſed, 0 
Heb. 13. 16. And St. Paul layeth it as a particular In- | i 
jundt ion upon Timothy, To charge them who are rich in this 
world, that they do good that they be rich in good works, 1 Tim 6. 

ready to diftiribute; willing. te communicate; that they may "7; ""o 
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"lay hold on Eternal Life. Can any thing then be mor 


_ rations: of his Sufferings in the Holy Sacrament, if we 
* N - , | . f N 4 


unn. 


conſiſtent with the Character of a Chriſtian, than . 
theſe things not to obey the Goſpel? Can we prete 


nd to 


have any Reverence for God, any Regard for his Autho. 


rity, any due Eſteem of his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, an 


thing worthy to be called Religion, if we are deſtitute of! 


thoſe Virtues, and unfruitful in thoſe Good Works, hich 
are ſo ſtrictly enjoined, fo highly commended, fo fre. 
quently inculcated, ſo greatly encouraged, fo vehement. 
ly urged, and ſo particularly inſiſted on by him: 


* 


e in. 
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can ſee him want, and ſuffer in his Members, and ſhew 
no pity, or give no relief? The vanity and inefficacy of 
all ſuch Religious Exerciſes, without Charity, is moſt 
frquently afferred in Holy Scripture: Whoſo Ropperth his 
ears at the cry of the poor, he 4% hat cty himſelf, but ſhall 


#tude of your Sacrifices to me, ſaith the Lord > Who hath 5 
required this at your hands, to tread my Courts > But t ben 


for the Widow. Come now and let us reaſon together, ſaith 

the Lord: Then they might hope that God would have a 
pracious reſpect to them and their Sacrifices, that they 
would no longer be Vain Oblations, or an 4bomination to V. 13. 
him as they were before. Is not this rhe Paſt that I haut 
choſen, ſaith God, te undo the heavy burthens, to let the 
Oppreſſed go free, to deal thy Bread to the Hungry, when 

thou ſeeſt the Naked, that thou cover him: Then ſhalt thou 

call, and the Lord ſhall anſwer, Iſa. 58. 6, 7, 9. By all 
which it appears, that Charity is a moſt neceſſary and 
principal part of Religion, without which no other Acts 

of Divine Worſhip can be pleaſing and acceptable unto 
God. | TY 


5. The great Ends of Religion, the Glory of God, 
the Good of his People here, and the diſpoſing us 
for Heaven hereafter, are moſt highly promored by 
Charity , and therefore it muſt be a principal part 
ir. 

() Hereby God is greatly glorify'd. Charity is 
in i: ſelf a manifeſt honouring of God, one of the 
moſt certain and ſignal! Expreſſions of a due acknow- 
ledgment of his Divine Glory and Perfections: It is 
a gteater Teſtimony of 1. Eſteem and Value for him, 
| : e 
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not be heard, Prov. 2. 13. To what 47 are the mul. In. 1 11 


he adds, Relieve the oppreſſed, judge the fatherleſs, plead V. 17, 18. 
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Exod, 18. 
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to be Followers and Imitators of bim, than the þ; oh. 


eſt Strains of Praile our Words can reach to. To Part 
wich that which che World councs molt precious, for hi, 
fake , is an Expreſſion of Love and Gratitude , Which 


carries the Brighteſt Marks of Sinceriry upon it. we ho. 


nour God as the Proprietor and Owner of all things 
when we ſhew our elves: ready to diſpoſe of gy; 
Wealth according to his Order and Directions. We de. 
clare our Truſt and Confidence in bis Power, and 
Providence, and Promiſes, when we part with that we 
have preſent poſſeſſion of, in hopes of a future and un- 


ſeen Reward. We declare him to be moſt worthy to le 


feared, and had in reverence-, when we ſubmic to his 
Injunctions, though in appearance to our loſs, when 
we chuſe rather to leſſen our Eſtates, than to provoke 
his Diſpleaſure: And therefore theſe two things ate 
fitly joined together, Fearing God, and hating e 
neſs. 
£4 Exerciſe of Charity will alſo cngage both our | 
ſelves and others to glorify God, by other Duties of | 
Religion and Worſhip : How readily ſhall we rely on 
the Mercy and Goodneſs of God, when we feel in our 
ſelves how kind and helpful Love and Charity make one 
Man to another? when we find that we, as evil as we 
are, are ſo forward to give and do good to them who 
ask of us, with what Faith and C onfidence ſhall we pe. 
tition our Good Father who is in Heaven? How heartily 
will thoſe we relieve in their Great Neceſſities, offer up 


their Prayers to God for their Benefactors, and give 


Thanks to him for thoſe Seaſonable Supplies he gives 


them by their Hands Ho effectually will they be mo- 


ved, when they not only ſee, but taſte the Fruits of the | 
Charitable Man S Good Works chustoglrifj our Father which 


16 
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harity to their Chriſtian Brethren did cauſe abundant 
] hankſgivings unto (od, that by the:Experiment of this Mi- 
viſtration, they glorified God for their profeſſed Suljeftion 
unto the Goſpel of Chriſt, and for their Liberal Diſtribu- 
tion unto them, and were excited to  rayer for them, 
, Cor. 9. I2, I3, I 4 14 Tet + 
(2.) Another great End of True Religion, is the Pre- 
ſent Happineſs of thoſe to whom it is revealed: Moſes 


them a Happy People. And what Duty of Religion, what 
Command of God, doth tend more-to the Common 
Good, than, this of Charity? What a Happy People 


where every one did partake of the others moſt hearty 
Good Wiſhes and Prayers, and they were conſtantly 
employ'd in all Good and Charitable Offices to one ano- 


to the Happy State of the Church above? How prin- 
cipal a part then of Religion mult that be, which doth 
in ſo eminent a manner promote the End of Religion, 
as to the Church in this World, the Preſent Good and 
Happy. Eſtate of it? „ fas 
life us for the Happineſs of Heaven, to make us meet 
to be partakers of the Inheritance of the Saiuts. And cer- 
tainly nothing can be mare neceſlary or available to 


cies cannot be a Proper Enjoyment-for an Unmerciful Soul: 
Neither can the Uncharitable be fit to be received into 
the neareſt Union and Fellowſhip with God, who is Love. 
Charity never faileth, that accompanies us into the other 


is Heaven? St. Paul tells the Corinthians, Thar their | 


tells the People of Jrael, That God gave them the Com- Deut 10. 
mandments he delivered to them for their good, to make 13. 


muſt chat be, where no man minded his own things only, 


ther? How near would this Love and Charity bring us 


3.) Another End of Religion is, to diſpoſe and qua- 


this End, than Mercy and Charity. The Father of Mer- 


8 4 | World, 


FO 


'4 SE KM N Prat 
World, and will help to conſtitute the Happineſs of it 
Some Exerciſes of it will indeed ceaſe, becavie there wil 
be no Neceſſitous or Afflicted Perſons in Heaven, but 
char Principle of Love and Charity which engaged us in 
theſe Bxerciſes here, will #ever fail: Our Happinek 
will chiefly conſiſt in che Love of God, and one ano. 
ther. What then can be more neceſſary and effectua, 


to the qualifying us fot the Happineſs of Love hereaſtef 1 
than the * of it here ih 


Thus mak hes: may ſuffice to how; dn Juſt | 
| Character St. James gives us of Charity, in the Tens, 
when he calls it Pare and Undefiled Religion before 6 
and the Father ; a moſt neceſſary Duty, a. principal Part, 
anda conſpicuous Teftimony of Sincere and Acceptable 
Religion in the ſight of God, whoſe Name, and Nature, 
and PerfeQion i is Love. What Profeſſion. ſoever we make, | 
what Form of Godlineſs foever we put on, how con- | 
ſtant and regular foever we are in all other Acts of De- 
votion and Worſhip, we can have no right to the Title 
or Reward of Pions and Religious Men, if we can ſer 
aur Brother have need, aud ſhut up our Bowels of Compaſ- 
fron from him; if, having Ability and Opportunity, we 
refuſe to miniſter to the Neceſſities of cur Brethreo, eſpe- 
cially the Fatherleſs and Midows in their Aſftiction, whoſe | 
_ Caſe is OY moſt worry of 0 " Compationtsc 
Regard. PS 


r 


I proceed now „ e 
III. To ſhew, that it is a Augsten Teftimony of 
Frue Religion, and what it obligeth all ſorts of Men 
10; To take particular care of the Fatherleſs Children 
aud Widews of God's Miniſters in their Action, and 
5 eee . 
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to bave a mate eſpecial Regard to them in the Exercil 
ah d 8 


Things. eee e 


Firſt, They are the Children and Hidaus of thoſe wha 
were moſt nearly related unto God, and therefore: aur 
Charity to them doth more immediately expreſs aur 
Aﬀettion and Reverence for God himſelf. As we have 
opportunity, We are to do good to all men, but more efpeci- 
ah to our Chriſtian Brethren, becauſe they are the 
Huuſbold of God. But God's Miniſters are yet more. pe- 
culiarly appropriated, and more nearly related to him; 
they are the Principal OHcers, the Stemarde of his Fami- 
ly, by whom he delivers his Commands, and recei ves 
their Common Addreſſes: They, in a manner, repre. 
ſent him, and are devoted to thoſe Exerciſes, wherein he 
is moſt concerned and moſt earneſtly employ d himſelf, 
for they are Labourers together with God: What kind QF 
fices thexefore ate done for them and theirs, we may 
reafonably conclude, God will in a more eſpecial manner 
take as done to himſelf, and be highly pleaſed with us, 
when we cannot bear to {ee them farſaken; (who are ſo 
nearly allied to him, and ſo highly dignified by bim) or their 
Seed bog ging their Bread. To thew Kindneſs to 4 Pro- 
phet, in the Name of a Prophet, upon the account of his 
Relation to God, hath: therefore the promiſe of a more 
Eminent Reward : And we give rather better Evidence 
of che Sinecrity of our Regard to God, and the Relati- 
on his Miniſters. bear to him, when we chuſe their i. 
daws and Orphans for the Objects of our Charity, than 

if we had done the ſame things for 1 5 
EI es they: 
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N they were living They might many ways have been fer. | 
| viceable to our Intereſt, which zheſe cannot be: Theis 
| Countenance, Advice, or Aſſiſtance might be thqught 
worthy to be acknowledged or purchaſed by ſome To. 

kens of our Good Will; but in relieving their Children 

and Widows in Affliction, we manifeſtly. give for God's 

- ſake, from ſuch, a hearty Reſpect to the Character of 
his Miniſters, as ſurvives their Perſons, and hoping for 

not hing again. This kind of Charity then may more eſpe. 

cially deſerve to be called Religious. 


Secondly, By applying our Charity, in a more eſpecial 
manner, to the Relief of he Fatherleſs Children and H. 
dows of God's Miniſters in their Afliction, we ſhew ou 
Value for Religion, for thoſe Holy Offices they aſſiſt us 
in, for thoſe Spiritual Good Things which by their Mi. 

niſtry are convey'd to us; that we think it highly reaſo- 
nable that they, who /abour in the Word and DoArine, and 
watch for the Souls of Men, ſhould be remembred by us 
with the greateſt Honcur, and the moſt laſting Affecti. 
on ; Which we cannot give a more certain Teſtimony of, 
than a Compaſſionate Regard for the Indigent and Diſtreſ. 
ſed Families they leave behind them: It is ſuch a Proper | 
Expreſſion of our Gratitude, ſo apparently ſuggeſted to 
us by the Obligation laid upon us, to relieve the Tem. 
poral Wants of the Children of that Order-of Men, by | 
whom ours are admitted into the  hurch of God, nou- | 
riſhed with the Sincere Milk of his Word, ditected and at- 
ſiſted in obtaining the Favour of God, and the Salvation 
of their Souls, as none can be backward to who know 
how to compare Temporal Things with Spiritual. If xe 
have any True Religion, we ſhall have much the greateſt | 
value for Spiritual Good Things, and then we ers 
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bur highly eſteem them in love for their Works ſake, who 
conſtantly employ their Endeavours to enrich both us 
and ours With them. And will not tuch great and hear- 
ty AﬀteQtion for them eflectually diſpoſe us to a Chatita- 
ble Concern for their Widows and Children in Aflidtion, 
and have ſome Conformity to the Love of God, who 
ſhews Kindneſs to the Houſe and Poſterzty, yea, to the 
Childrens Children of thoſe, who are the Objects 
of it? ns Ms AUO ns OM Ps ok 


Thirdly, If this kind of Charity ſhould prevail and in- 
creaſe, it would mizhtily conduce to the greater Succeſs 


biety and Religion amongſt thoſe who ate committed 
to their Care. Fot whatever tends to give them more 
Life and Courage in the diſcharge of the ſeveral Duties 


And I doubt not but that the Proſpect of a Kind and Cha- 


ſes. This would, in a great meaſure, eaſe their Minds 


etſome of their moſt Affli A ing, Dejecting, and Diſtract- 
ing Thoughts, which, through the Conſtant Preſence of 
ch tenderly Beloved Objects, would be otherwiſe 
n Wl continually preſſing into them; and enable them to 

v WJ Panage the Aﬀairs. of God and Religion, and rhe. 
e ouls of Men, with greater Intention and Alacrity, 
ud conſequently with greater Succeſs. L 6 
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Fourthly, | 


of their Office, to abate their Worldly Cares and Fears, 
to give them more Leiſure for, and leſs Diſtraction in 
their Meditations and Study, muſt conduce to this End : 


table Reſpe& ro their Families, which too many of 
them know they muſt leave in a very Low and Diſtreſs d 
Condition, would moſt effectually ſerve to theſe Purpo- 


i = . 4 C a 4 Wa, 
— 4 - 
d . 1 * 4 a * — a , T< y WM 
5 4 y : - i - - b i, : - a4 +4 , 
8 1 rn : - * 0% V * * # g 
6.0 . r — — —— 
8 . * + 1 G : 2 * 
. STI ha a n * 190 . 72 [ ee ; > as oO oo night * Wy 4 * 
„ - G s © 2 3 * 8 
7 
| , reac þ 
— * aa 
| f 4 a L 
* b 
* 
I 1 x . bv 
I . 7 : . ” „ 
g r ay * Ty TO 3. 8 1 * * 8 - N 
” , . 2 nl . 
Y 4 — — - * 
, 0 * 93 e 


good, when it is employ d for the Support and Mainte. 
nance of ſuch Objects. The Children of God's Mini. 
ſters, we may realonably expect, will be ſo formed 10 
Religion and Virtue, by the Pious Example, and Early | 
Inſtruction of their Parents, and the more Conſtant At. 
tendance upon the Offices of the Church they have 
obliged them to, that what we beſtow upon them will 
de like Seed ſown on good ground, bringing forth the great. 


Morld they are ſent into, but it is the beſt Acmour they 
ly confured by theſe our Annual Meetings and Proceſſi 


PFleets, and Authority in the City, of Plentiful For- 


ſtructed, and fo carefully trained ap in, and the Bled 
of God upon them.” e 


** 


 Feuttbly, Our Charity will probably do the mag 


* 


eſt Plenty of Good Fruit, to our own Satis faction, 10 
their Benefit and to the Publick Good: Such Educati. 
on, as they generally have, may not always prevail 
againſt the Temptations of the Corrupt and Naughy 


can haye againſt them: And what Spiteful Obſervations 
ſoever the Enemies of our Religion and the Miniſters of 
it, may pretend to make to the contrary, are ſufficient. 


ons: There may be ſeen Ferſons of che Higheſt Digns | 
ties in Church and State, of Chief Command in our 


tunes, and great Intereſt in their Country; Which can- | 
not, in many Inſtances, be owing to their Pacrimonical | 
Advantages, or to any thing elſe bur that Induſtry, 
Honeſty and Virtue, they were ſo excellently in 


_ Fifthly, All forts of Men are obliged ro a more Parti 
cular Regard to the Poor Widows and Orphans of th 
Miniſters of God, becauſe theſe his Miniſters are Great 
and Common Benefactors, conſtatitly employ'd in pro-W 

e moting 
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moting the General Good of all: What can be more for 
the Publick Good, than the Common Practice of all 
thoſe Virtues our Religion teacheth and obliperh to? 
Such Righteouſneſs. would indeed exalt a Nation, increaſe 
the Strength and Reputation of it; baniſh all thoſe Vi. 


draw Men into Factions and Parties, and make their 
Publick- Employments only Opportunities of ſerving 
their Private Intereſts: Such Riphreouſmeſs would put 
us under the Particular Care of the Divine Providence, 
ſecure the Aids of Almighty Power, and bring down all 
the Choiceſt Bleſſings of Heaven upon Church and 
State, upon us and our Poſterity. Now the Miniſters 
of Chriſt are Preachers of this Righteouſneſs ; it is the 


of the Goſpel: For this they ſtudy, and labour, and 
always anſwer the Zeal of their Endeavours, yet to 


and preſumptuous , that Iniguity hath not yet been our 
Ruin, and that we have ſo many Righteous Men 
amongſt us, fot whoſe ſake we haye been all fo 
wonderfully preſerved and proſpered. And can any 
Objects ſo well deſerve a General and Publick Cha- 


ſo effectually promote the General and Publick Good, 
who. ſerve their Country to' as Good Purpoſe as 
any others can, but under the greateſt Neceſlity of 
leaving nothing but Poverty to their Mourning Re- 
ba n 88 „ 


ces, which are deſtructive of Peace and Unity, which 


Proper Buſineſs of their Office, to inſtruct Men in it, 
and to perſuade them to it by all the Mighty Arguments 


ſpend themſelves: And though the Succeſs doth not 


theſe is certainly owing, that Vice is not yet more daring 


| rity, as the Diſtreſſed Families of thoſe Perſons, Who 


o_ Sint bliy, 
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Sixthly, The Poor Widows and Children of God's 
Miniſters deſerve a Particular Regard, when Men 
are diſpoſed to exerciſe their Charity, becauſe Po. 
verty and Want are commonly more grievous to 
theſe than to moſt others who labour under it, 
and they are leaſt capable of helping themſelves. 
The Dignity of the Office of a Clergyman , Cu- 
ſtom, and the ExpeCtations of the People, make it 
but too neceſſary for him to live as much above 
Contempt as he well can, and not to put his 
Wife and Children to thoſe Mean and Servile La- 
bours, whereby others are capable of ſupport- 
ing themſelves: And therefore when they come to 
fall into the Deepeſt Poverty, and all that Con- 
tempt which uſually attends it, and are fo very 
uncapable of ſubſiſting themſelves, how extremely 
deplorable muſt their Condition be? And certainly 
the greater the Affliction is, and the leſs Power 
the Afflicted have to relieve themſelves, the more 
Particular Care ought to be had for their Sup- 
port and Succou.t.. wp” N 


If now we lay all theſe Things together, and 
ſeriouſly reflect upon them, ſurely we cannot but 
conclude, that all Men, who have a Due Regard 
to God and Religion; who propeſe to themſelves 
the doing the moſt Good, and relieving the 
moſt Deſerving and Pitiful Objects, in the Exer- 
ciſe of their Charity, will prefer the Poor Wi- 
dows and Children of God's Miniſters, to, at 

leaſt, many others in their Afﬀiition. 
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proceed now, 


IV. To ſhew, what Particular Obligations we are 
under, Who are Members of this Body, to the 
Exerciſe of Charity in general, and of this ſore. 
in particular. | he | 


_ Firſt, We are particularly obliged to this by our 
Honourable Birth. I call it Honourable , not up- 
on the Account of that Honour which comes from 
Nen, but that which is far more worthy to be 
mentioned, at leaſt from hence, Honour which: 
comes from God, which our Fathers derived from 
the Great King of all the World, whoſe Princi- 
pal Agents ani Miniſters they were, in carrying 
on the Great Affairs of his Heavenly Kingdom: 
And ought not the Conſideration of their Near 
Alliance to God, and the Noble Offices they ſer- 
ved him in, to elevate our Minds above the Vul- 
gar Level, and to inſpire us with an Ambition 
of excelling in thoſe Virtues of Goodneſs, and 
Mercy, and Bounty, which are of greateſt Re-- 
putation in the Court of Heaven, and the Su- 
preme Glory of it's Great King? There is 
nothing can be ſaid of Him more Honourable: than 
this, That he is Good, and doth Good, It is 
the Glory of the Bleſſed Angels who are about 
bis Throne, that they are his Miniſtring Spirits for 
tne good of his Church. And this was the Ho- 
nour of our Fathers, who were a ſort of Angels 
upon Earth, that they were employed by him to 
do the Greateſt Good to Men, Es 
D 22 What 
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What then can be more becoming of us, or more 
neceſſary to maintain the Honour we derive from 


them, than a Shining Generoſity and Beneficence , | 


a Ready and Chearful Embracing all Opportuni. 
ties of doing. Good, eſpecially to thoſe who ate 
of the ſame Rank and Quality with our ſelves, 
honourably deſcended as we are, but unhappily 
fallen into Poverty and Affliction. 285 


Secondly, The Sons of the Clergy are particu. 
larly obliged, according to their Ability, to 4 
Good, and to Communicate, and ſo to honour God 
with their Subſlance , becauſe they are many of 
them, at leaſt, brought up, and diſpoſed into 
thoſe Employments and Callings, which haye 
made them capable of doing this, by thoſe 
Revenues which were more peculiarly God's , 
which were folemnly devoted to him and his 
Service, by the Piety and Charity of our 
Anceſtors. The Example of that Charity, by 


which they themſelves have been ſubſiſted and 


educated, and which laid the Foundation of 
that Wealth, which, by the Bleſſing of God, 
they have raiſed pon it, doth eſpecially re- 
quire their Imitation. Thoſe Good Works, which 
they have not only ſeen, but felt, and reaped 


the Benefit of, more {ſtrongly oblige them, in 


the like manner, to glorify their Pather which is 


in Heaven. And is it not moſt highly fit and re- 


ſonable, that by their Charitable Diſtributions they 
ſhould return fomerhing ro God, out of the Im- 
provement they have made of that, which was 


moſt 
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Thirdly, The Sons of the Clergy are particular- 
y obliged to the Exerciſe of Charity, for the Ho- 
nour of their Parents, and of that Religion they 
were Miniſters of, and for their own Reputation. 
Shewing Mercy , and doing Good, are ſuch Amiable 
and Venerable Things, that the World cannot but 
highly eſteem that Religion which is effectually pro- 
ductive of them; and the Fious and Prudent Care 


of, But if theſe are rich in this World, and poor 
in Good Works, niggardly and covetous, Men will 
certainly impute their being ſo, either to the 


Parents, in not duly inſtructing them in it; or to 
a more Inexcuſable and Shameful Violation of the 
Obligations of it, than others, who are as ſordid 
have a great value for Religion, and the Miniſters 
of it, without aggravating to the utmoſt degree of 
Guilt, ſuch Notorious and Scandalous Contradicti-— 
and Precepts , and Deſigns of Chriſtianity. 

Fourthly , As we have greater Obligations to 
Charity in general, ſo alſo to this in particular, 
of viſiting the Fatherleſs Children and Widows of 
incorporated for this very purpoſe, that we might 


Charity. 


of thoſe Parents, whoſe Children they ſee abound 
more than others in ſuch Excellent Fruits there- 


Weaknels of Religion, or the Neglect of their 
as themſelves, can be charged with. They cannor 


on, in the Sons of the Clergy, to the Genius, 


more effectually exerciſe and promote this kind of 


God's Miniſters in their Afliction; becauſe we are 


a 
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What then can be more becoming of us, or more 


neceſſary to maintain the Honour we derive from 


them, than a Shining Generoſity and Beneficence , | 
and Chearful Embracing all Opportuni. 


a Ready 
ties of doing. Good, eſpecially to thoſe who are 
of the ſame Rank and Quality with our ſelves, 
honourably deſcended as we are, but unhappily 
fallen into Poverty and Affliction. N 


Secondly, The Sons of the Clergy are particu. 
larly obliged, according to their Ability, to 4 
Good, and to Communicate, and ſo to honour Guy 
with their Subſtance , becauſe they are many of 
them, at leaſt, brought up, and diſpoſed into 
thoſe Employments and Callings, which haye 
made them capable of doing . this, by thoſe 
Revenues which were more peculiarly God's , 
which were folemnly devoted to him and his 
Service, by the Piety and Charity of our 
Anceſtors. The Example of that Charity, by 


which they themſelves have been ſubſiſted and 


educared, and which laid the Foundation of 
that Wealth, which, by the Bleſſing of God, 
they have raiſed pon it, doth eſpecially te- 
quire their Imitation. Thoſe Good Works, which 
they have not only ſeen, but felt, and reaped 


the Benefit of, more ſtrongly oblige them, in 


the like manner, to glorify their Father which ö 
in Heaven. And is it not moſt highly 
ſonable, that by their Charitable Diſtributions they 
ſhould return ſomething to God, out of the Im- 
provement they haye made of that, which was 


fit and rea- 


moſt 
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Thirdly, The Sons of the Clergy are particular- 
ly obliged to the Exerciſe of Charity, for the Ho- 
nour of their Parents, and of that Religion they 
were Miniſters of, and for their own Reputation. 
Shewing Mercy , and doing Good, are ſuch Amiable 
and Venerable Things, that the World cannot but 


ductive of them; and the Pious and Prudent Care 
of, But if theſe are rich in this World, and poor 
in Good Works, niggardly and covetous, Men will 
certainly impute their being ſo, either ro the 
parents, in not duly inſtructing them in it; or to 
as themſelves, can be charged with. They cannor 
have a great value for Religion, and the Miniſters 
of it, without aggravating to the utmoſt degree of 


Guile, ſuch Notorious and Scandalous Contradicti- 


and Precepts, and Deſigns of Chriſtianity. 
Charity in general, ſo alſo to this in particular, 


incorporated for this very purpoſe, that we might 


Charity. 


moſt properly his own Portion and Inberi- 


highly eſteem that Religion which is effectually pro- 


of thoſe Parents, whoſe Children they ſee abound 
more than others in ſuch Excellent Fruits there- 


Weaknels of Religion, or the Neglect of their 


a more Inexcuſable and Shameful Violation of the 
Obligations of it, than others, who are as ſord id 


on, in the Sons of the Clergy, to the Genius, 


Fourthly, As we have greater Obligations to 


of wifting the Fatberleſs Children and Widows of 
God's Miniſters in» their Afliction; becauſe we are 


more eflectually exerciſe and promote this kind of 
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Charity. The Powers we have were granted 


our Particular Care, and we are hereby conſtity. 
ted the Guardians and Ovyerſeers of this ſort of 


the late Munificent Grant of our moſt Gracious 
Sovereign, for whom we ought heartily to pray, 
That God would remember Her for this, for the | 
Good Deeds She hath done for the Houſe of Her God, | 
and for the Offices thereof. But at preſent there are, | 
and yet will be, {o very many Widows and Children | 
of, the Clergy, in the moſt Deſolate and Necellitous | 
Condition, that our utmoſt Zeal in procuring, and 
Liberalicy in contributing to their Relief, will be 
neceſſary to preſerve them from the loweſt degree of 
Contempt and Poverty. Let us then abound. more 


w.. 


us, upon a Preſumption that we would make this 


Poor; and upon theſe Days we make a publick 
Profeſſion of our accepting this Truſt: So that not 
only Charity, but Honeſty and Faithfulneſs to our 
more Expreſs and Particular Engagements, oblige 
us, if we are able, to be willing to communi. 
cate for their Support and Relief. And bleſſed be 
God, that there are ſo many Members of this 
Body, who ſo heartily and generouſly promote the 
Ends, of our Incorporation: May their Numbers till 
increaſe, and the Bleſſings of God be multiplied 


upon them, and upon all thoſe who lend a 


Helping Hand in carrying on ſo good a Work, 
where there is ſo much need of Afliſtance , and 


wherein the Honour of God, the Intereſt of Reli. 


gion, and the General Benefit both of Church and 
State are ſo highly concern d. We may hope in 
time to be caſed of ſome part of our Charge, by 


and mare in theſe moſt Excellent Fruits and Inſtan- 
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ces of Pure and Undefiled Religion , before God and the _ 


Father . to the Glory of our Good God and our 
moſt Holy Religion, and to the Increaſe of our 
own Reward, in that Day when God will render to 


every) Man, not only according to the Quality of what 


he hath done ,. but alſo zo them who have done well, 
Glory and Honour , according to the Number and 
Meaſure of their Good Works. For they that have 
ſown plentifully, ſhall reap plentifully; and to them, 


who have abounded in the Work of the Lord, an En- 


trance will be adminiſtred abundantly , into the Ever- 
laſting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 
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